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02-196

December 10, 2002

For Immediate Release:
FALL 2002 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES TO TAKE PLACE SATURDAY AT EIU
CHARLESTON -- Nearly 1,000 students are expected to graduate from Eastern Illinois
University this fall, and more than half that number - about 660 - will participate in formal
commencement ceremonies Saturday, Dec. 14.
Those planning to participate in ceremonies also include some of the nearly 600 students
who officially graduated at the end of the summer term in August.
Ceremonies will take place at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Guest tickets are required for admission
to the ceremonies.
Graduates from the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences and the College
of Arts and Humanities will march in the morning ceremony, while graduates from the College of
Education and Professional Studies, the College of Sciences and the School of Continuing
Education (Board of Trustees Bachelor of Arts Degree) will march in the afternoon.
State Sen. Steven J. Rauschenberger will present the "Charge to the Class" during both
ceremonies, while Daniel J. LaVista, executive director of the Illinois Board of Higher Education,
will present greetings from the IBHE.
Also addressing graduates will be Student Body President Alison M. Mormino of Alton and
Faculty Senate Chairperson Anne R. Zahlan.
Representing Eastern's Board of Trustees will be Betsy D. Mitchell of Champaign at 10
a.m., and Julie Sullivan of Springfield at 2 p.m.
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State Rep . Dale Righter also will join the platform party during Saturday's afternoon
ceremonies.
Traditionally, a commencement marshal leads the commencement procession while
carrying the university mace, a symbol of honor accorded a faculty member. The commencement
marshal for the 10 a.m. ceremony will be William Kirk, professor of psychology, who will represent
the Graduate School. Kirk has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1975.
Representing the School of Continuing Education at 2 p.m. will be Mahmood Butt, professor
of secondary education and foundation. He has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1992.
A new EIU tradition which will begin with Saturday's ceremonies allows faculty members
the honor of carrying the college banner for his/her college during the procession. Honorees are
chosen by their respective colleges.
This year's faculty marshals for the morning ceremony are Nancy Marlow, professor of
management and marketing, representing the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences;
Cheryl Noll, professor of business education and administrative information systems, representing
the Graduate School for the LCBAS; John David Reed, professor of journalism and director of
student publications, representing the College of Arts and Humanities; and Shane Miller, assistant
professor of speech communication, representing the Graduate School for the CAH.
This year's faculty marshals for the afternoon ceremony are Grace Nunn, professor of early
childhood, elementary and middle level education, representing the College of Education and
Professional Studies; Linda Morford, assistant professor of educational administration, representing
the Graduate School for the CEPS; Max Gerling, professor of mathematics, representing the
College of Sciences; J. Michael Havey, professor of psychology, representing the Graduate School
for the COS; and Les Hyder, associate professor of journalism, representing the School of
Continuing Education.
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